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Extended Learning Program:  

CREATING CURIOSITY & EXPLORING! 

Since the Nashoba Regional School District’s buildings offi-

cially closed in March, our Extended Learning staff has 

been busy creating amazing enrichment activities for our 

children.  We can’t wait until the children return to their 

respective ELP site to try out these activities and learn new 

skills.   Through remote learning, staff has been sharing 

ideas and  brainstorming fun learning opportunities for our 

kids.  

As the Program Director, I have been so impressed with all 

the different enrichment activities created by the staff.  

From toilet-paper rolls turned into bird feeders to using old 

plastic lids as Sun Catchers!  During the month of April, I 

challenged the staff to connect with Earth Day and develop 

activities for our children related to this theme.   

In this newsletter, you’ll find a host of easy and engaging 

nature activities like planting “Egg– Heads ” and making a 

“Fish Wind Socket.” You’ll also find art and science projects 

like creating colorful Button Bowls and  a water cycle in a 

cup.  Many of the materials to do these activities may al-

ready be in your kitchen or hiding in a junk drawer! 

This time of social distancing has given us the unexpected 

time to pause,  get curious, and  explore! 

Our dedicated and creative Extended Learning Pro-

gram staff miss the children and look forward to 

their return. 

Reina Rago, Program Director 
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Submitted by Natasha Don, FSS/Bolton site 

MATERIALS:  

Clear cups or glasses (small ones), 

shaving cream, blue food dye 

STEPS: 

1. Fill the glass or cup with water, 

leaving about 1.5 inches of space at 

the top. 

2. Dispense a generous dollop of 

shaving cream onto the surface of 

the water in the cup.  This will act 

as our “cloud.” 

Slowly and steadily release one drop at a time of food dye to the top of the 

shaving cream cloud.  When it becomes saturated, the blue dye will sink 

down from the cloud and create a beautiful swirl effect.  This is the visual 

representation of rain. 

INSIGHTS/DISCUSSION:  Condensation: The blue food dye 

drops accumulating in the shaving cream cloud.  Precipitation: the rain 

dropping down from the cloud.  Once the dye has settled on the bottom, it 

represents collection or percolation. 

ART ACTIVITY: BUTTON BOWL 

SCIENCE ACTIVITY: WATER CYCLE IN A CUP 

COSMIC SUN 
CATCHERS 

(FROM BABBLEDABBLE-
DO.COM) 

Submitted by Nick Don, 

Center School/Stow site 

Materials: White glue, 

food coloring, tooth-

picks, plastic lids, hole 

punch, string 

Steps: 

1. Pour a  lot of glue 

into a lid covering 

entire surface. 

2. Drop 1 or 2 drops of  

different food color-

ing into the glue; 

swirl around with 

toothpick. 

3. Let completely dry, 

and then peel the 

sun catcher off the 

lid.   

4. Punch hole through 
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Submitted by Lori Brasili, MRE/Lancaster site 

MATERIALS:  Lots of buttons, balloon, vase (or any con-

tainer where you can stand a balloon), paint brush 

STEPS: 

1. Blow balloon up to your desired size of bowl. 

2. Make it stand on the vase while you brush half the 

balloon with glue; let it dry completely.  

3. When dry, brush with glue a second time and stick  

buttons, one by one, as close to each other as possible. 

4. After you have applied all the buttons, leave it stand-

ing on the vase for approx. 5 hours to dry. 

5. Add a third coat of glue and let dry overnight.   

6. Don’t pop the balloon!  Use the scissors to make a 

small cut on it and gently let the air out. 

Admire your colorful & unique Button Bowl! 

 



“GETTING ORGANIZED” ACTIVITY 

Submitted by Kim Malloy, Center School/Stow site 

MATERIALS: 

Yarn and needle, paper punch, two circles of red paper, 

black Sharpie, glue, white paper plates 

STEPS: 

1. Cut one of the paper plates, approx. 2/3 to 1/3, and 

align the full paper plate with the cut plate. Punch holes 

through both plates.   

2. Thread your needle; use your judgment to see how 

much yarn you may need. 

3. Starting at the top, weave your needle and yarn in and 

out of the hole punches until complete.  

4. Cut out red circles for cheeks; add the eye circles and 

smile line with black Sharpie. 

5. Cut another piece of yarn to desired length for hanging. 

 

Now you’re ready to organize your materials! 

MAKE  

A  

ROCKETSHIP  

AND WATCH 
IT SOAR! 

Submitted by Manuela 

Michel, Center School/

Stow site 

For directions go to: 

https;//

safeYouTube.net/w/

NBz7 

 

Materials:  

1 straw  rocket template 

for two rocket ships 

1 plastic or metal drink-

ing straw 

1 sheet of white or col-

ored paper 

Pencil, sticky tape, scis-

sors, colored pencils or 

markers 

 

Caption describing picture or graphic 
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Caption describing picture or graphic 

MAKE A BIRD FEEDER! 

ART ACTIVITY: FROG & FLY GAME 

 

Submitted by Julie Brazao, 

FSS/Bolton site 

MATERIALS:  Toilet paper  

roll, googly eyes (2 small, 2 

large), light & medium green 

felt, white felt, 1” black button, 

24” twine, scissors, glue, pink 

paint, paint brush, stapler. 

STEPS: 

1. Squash bottom of TP roll & 

cut off approx. 3/4”. 

2. Paint inside with pink paint 

and let dry 

3. Measure & cut medium 

green felt & small circles 

from white felt. 

4. Cut out frog arms & legs 

from medium green felt and 

small circles from white felt.  

Attach with glue and let dry.  

Attach googly eyes with glue 

and let dry. 

5. Cut 24” piece of twine & glue 

to inside bottom edge of TP 

roll. 

6. Staple bottom edge with 3— 

4 staples.   

7. Cut bug wings from white 

felt.  Glue wings & google eyes 

to button and let dry. 
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Put peanut butter all over 

an empty toilet paper roll. 

Roll the peanut butter roll on a 

plate full of bird seed. 

Put a piece of string 

through  the roll and tie it 

in a secure knot to hang. 



Submitted by: Joyce Basile, FSS/Bolton site 

MATERIALS: Empty eggshells, soil, seeds (herbs, basil, 

parsley, etc.)  

STEPS: 

1. Collect empty eggshells. 

2. Fill eggshells with soil. 

3. Fill seeds in the eggshells. 

4. Spray the soil moist. 

5. Put the eggs in the egg carton in a sunny spot. 

6. Keep on spraying them with water. 

Observe your plants grow. Record and draw 

your observations in a little notebook. If you 

grow herbs , you can use them  to cook! 

Submitted by Manuela 

Michel, Center School/ 

Stow site 

MATERIALS: 2 toilet pa-

per rolls, string/yarn, 2 popsi-

cle sticks, wiggly eyes, long 

beads or macaroni, paint, 1 

elastic tool, hole puncher, scis-

sors 

STEPS: 

1. Organize materials. 

2. Cut 1 PT roll to the shape 

of a head and 2 ears. 

3. Paint the puppy’s body, 

head and ears; color the 

popsicle sticks, if you want 

to. 

4. Place 6 holes in the body 

and 1 hole in the bottom of 

the head. 

5. Cut the string in four 10” 

pieces and one 2” piece 

(for the tail).  String the 

beads or macaroni to the 

legs and tail. 

6. Thread the string through 

the holes and tie the 

strings to the popsicle 

cross. 

7. Glue the wiggly eyes on the 

head and the ears on the 

head.  

8. See if your puppet puppy is 

balanced and adjust as 

needed. 

 

NATURE/ART ACTIVITY: EGG HEADS 

ART ACTIVITY: STRING PUPPET MARIONETTE DOG 
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 NATURE ACTIVITY: FISH WIND SOCKET 

Submitted by Olivia Tavares, Center School/Stow Site 

MATERIALS: Toilet paper  roll, scissor , glue, string, differ-

ent color tissue paper or shiny paper, string, white paper, marker 

STEPS: 

1. Cut tissue in strips. 

2. Cut tissue into  pieces  in the form of fish scales. 

3. Cover the TP roll with tissue or shiny paper. 

4. Glue scales onto the roll.  

5. Glue strips on the inside of one side of the roll . 

6. Glue string on the opposite side of the roll. 

7. Cut a circle to make the eyeball & use a marker to make the eye. 

Go outside and hang your Fish Wind Socket 

on a tree branch and watch how the wind 

blows it.   

Listen for the sounds of nature! 

Joyful 

Learning 

Flourishes 

at NRSD! 

For information about the Extended Learning Program contact: 

Reina Rago, Program Director: rrago@nrsd.net 

Leah Botko, Program Coordinator:lbotko@nrsd.net 


